HANE goodness there i+ more

to Portugal than blooming

Cristlano Ronakdo, As the slesk

midfielder was baing booed |ike
a pantamime villain during his team's
fast stab at-a place in the Woreld Cup
final, Portal n 51 Jodhin Street was
fqueetly going sbout its business in
celebrating some of the nation’s more
desirable offenings.

Portal ks a sexy and handsome
restautant which locks neatly info the
Clerkenwell eating scone. One of the
backers of the venture 15 an architect,

and the resulf is an e iﬁ“‘. ce
which i ligh Hhm
and moody and brooding in others. A
bit like Ronalde, | suppose

While waiting stafl in sharp black
ghins daily nimbly around tables
wituch are fitted in thick white linen,
customars are Iefl to ogle @ menu
which camies nuggets of traditional
Portugese fare

Flayers include white anchoves
salted cod, mashed morcilla sawsmge,
charizg, and most impressively
braised hisaro = a ralation of wild
soar = which |5 marimated for 3
whale day in red wine before being
allowed 1o leave the Kitchen

While the food may have & laid
back and amiable character in its
homedand, at Partal attempts ane
made 1o elevate it to sefious Londan
standards, wath some mixed resulty

My fish soup with alive oif and
garhc bread dumplings (£6.50) was
eracking, and had a smoath sweetish
firsish that had lost the little gravelly
bits often found in Similar. dishes It
wasn’t like | had 1o scoop around in
tihe -clepiha of a murky bow Inoking
for the goodies, as here was a large
anwl beaubiful prece of ood, a mussel
and & massivie prawn for me ta enjoy
straight up

| was enthralied, but my Friend less
so with her salad of grilled squid
mined peppers and chilll vinaigretie
(ER.50), which she thought dull and

PSiEensational fig chutney (E6.50}
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baring with no real sign of flavour
Foie gras garnache was a whipped
up treat, mixed with a hooious
chocolate finrsh, which was much
mre approved of, and served with &

The man courses wWare qrr:'al:l','
anticlpated, and guines fowl stuffed
with morcilla, was tasty — thouwgh a
hid dried out and small - served with
mushroom risotto-and colowrtul veg
{E£15.50), The bisara pork with chonao
and batter bean puree [E18) wirs
possibly the star of the night, and the
meat had been 50 nicely cooked That
it could not stand up to the lightest
tauch of & foik

Anather prowd dish saw fhies
pieces of cod, 4 Mtaple of the nation,
cooked in three different ways and
was presented ke a o of tiny
stulpitures

Portal i named alter one of the
biggest and most popular vineyards
in northém Partugal and the
restaurant s doing a brisk frade in
wines from this neck of the woods.
Many of them are transkerred (o
decanters at the table inan operabion
both highly skilled and theatrical
Again, like that chap Ronaldo

Theé manager, who was very bright,
kiseni and able, likes 1he deama of the
procedune and has obwious faith in
team Portal 1o deliver the goods

And maybe, ke Portugal’s national
looioall souad, this mstadrant will go
pretty far = but a sometimies
impressive. though ultimately mixed
perormance, means that a big gokd
troplyy will remain just out of each
Fof The time besng Ay




